March 15, 2006

Maine Department of Agriculture

C/o John Harker

Division of Market and Production Development

28 State House Station

Augusta, Maine 04333

Re:  The Opera House Healthy Community Connections Project

Dear Mr. Harker:

It is my pleasure to support the above-referenced project sponsored and created by Fare Share Farm, Garden & Bakery & No View Farm & Greenhouse of Rumford.  While it is critically important that Maine people support Maine farms, it is also a must in today’s society that we do whatever we can to increase awareness of what it means to “eat healthy” and “stay fit” as both the State and the Nation become more overweight, less fit and more prone to diseases associated with unhealthy habits.  

There seems to be an increasing trend of Maine people seeking locally grown foods.  Unfortunately, that is often a challenge.  Maine is fortunate to still have many working farms in the state.  We have, however, lost too many of them and now is the time to do whatever we can to support and strengthen them.  

As a father of three girls, it is important to me personally that they learn good habits of eating healthy foods and exercising on a regular basis.  As the number of families wanting the same for their families grows, we must ensure that they have access to healthy foods.

Several farmers in my district have joined together to renovate an historic Opera House and establish a café called “Connections Café”.  This would give all area farmers a place where they could market their produce and perhaps sell to other markets, as well.  

I have reviewed the proposal for this effort and am impressed with how thorough it is.  As you review the proposals before you, I ask for your consideration of the Opera House Healthy Community Connections Project’s proposal.  This could serve as a great pilot project for all of rural Maine and would serve not only the local population, but the tourists who visit Maine each year.  

Thank you and please let me know should you have any concerns or questions in this regard.

Sincerely,
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Senator Bruce S. Bryant

Senate District #14

