5/10/06

Maine Community Foundation

245 Main Street

Ellsworth, Maine  04605 

Re: The Opera House Healthy Community Connections

Dear Maine Community Foundation, 
Fare Share Farm and Bakery is committed to work with and support “The Opera House Healthy Community Connections, a rural project designed to collaborate with various local organizations and independent businesses in pursuit of economic and social development in connection to local agriculture.” 

As one of the sponsoring businesses involved in the project we are committed to the development of a sustainable project designed to support and enhance the local agricultural economies in all areas of the public sector. 

Our farm has recruited six apprentices and partners with various backgrounds and skills. All share a commonality with the philosophy of our farm; enthusiasm, compassion, and commitment to a sustainable social and cultural change.  This is the very change that is needed to recreate the viable and rich agricultural heritage and economic vitality that this region was founded in. 
Over the past seven years we have been actively researching, networking, and exploring ways to build these possibilities. All the while building a small farm business and rebuilding a much neglected family farm with little or no finances but with the shear sweat, determination, and support from our very large circle of family and community. 
Three years ago we partnered with another local farm, No View Farm in Rumford. Together we have been collaborating and cooperatively growing, distributing and marketing our products. Together we have developed a Farmers Market, a Local Foods Network, and now are partnering to create the Connections Café & Bakery.  Our combined energy, motivation, skills, experiences, and determination coupled with our vast network of committed community members will ensure success of this project.
The Opera House Healthy Community Connections is an opportunity which presented itself to us just a year ago. We have worked diligently on business plans, program development, networking, and logistical solutions to some of the challenges which revolve around these issues. We have receive amazing technical, financial, and moral support from countless community organizations, state agencies, elected officials, neighbors, teachers, lawyers, business persons, health professionals, and students. 
Old, young, rich, or poor all agree ‘the time is ripe’ we have a great opportunity to ‘help others while helping ourselves’. 
We not only will support and work to make this happen…we embody it.

Albert E. Small III
Fare Share Farm & Bakery

641 Canton Point Road

Canton, Maine 04221

207-597-2746

orgro@megalink.net
“Let us not forget that the cultivation of the earth is the most important labor of man.”
___Daniel Webster
