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Dear Maine Community Foundation,

On behdf of the Maine Department of Agriculture, | want to express my enthusiastic support for the Opera
House Hedthy Community Connections project being developed by Albert Small, Lauri Ackley, Annette Marin and
others. | have become familiar with the project through a grant application they have made to the Department and from
discussons | have had with Senator Bruce Bryant, their representative.

| am afirm bdliever in loca agriculture, and doing whatever we can to help Maine people find local, quality
Maine produce and vaue-added products. This proposa provides the mechanism for that linkage, utilizing an old opera
house in an area of Maine where we need more focus on promoting agriculture.

What | am most impressed with is with the amount and variety of community support activities for which the
OperaHouse will become aralying point. Thistype of collaboration and interest from various diverse groups spesks
well of the organizing ahility of the group.

| have asked my staff to be avalable to help “The Connections’ group as they develop the Café and farmers
market. | expect our Department to be an active partner with the project asit moves forward, both in asssting with the
educationa events on preparing food, inspections of the facilities, and in supporting the farmers market through our
various promotiona programs. | aso hope to vist the Opera House and farmers market in the coming summer months.

| hope you give this proposd the attention it deserves, and support they need, to get this project up and running.
Sincerdly,

Lot 4 Brutr T

Seth H. Bradstrest, 111
Commissioner
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